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Dayton 2004 — It's a Wrap!

by Tl:!l'l}" Saicul WSJXN - 2004 CCA Dayton Chairman

It seems like just yesterday when we were
starting to think "Dayton” and beginning to
moke plans for the annual pilgrimoge to
Ohio. All of a sudden, Dayton 2004 has come
and gone, but the memaries are still here.

Once again this year we had an exceptional
array of activities for our fellow CCA’ers. A
nice crowd was on hand to enjoy the CCA
banquet, which featured an outstanding
presentation by Lawrence Robinson on the B-
29, the Collins gear on boord, and their
collective rele in the Pacific Theater, To lend
authenticity and coler, Clyde Hussey, the
radioman on a B-29 called "The Horrible
Monster," spoke of his first-hond experiences
on board the Superfortress. Riley
Hollingswarth, K4ZDH, rounded out the
program with an FCC update, which was
appreciated by all.

Thanks to those many individuals and
companies that generously donated to the
door-prize effort [go to wwaw.collins radic.org
for the list of danars), we had a lot of smiling
faces leaving the banguet again this year.
Amang the prizes was the first (serial #CCA-
001) of a special-edition Vibroplex bug and
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dlsph:l}-' case, which is rr'u|:,f a work of art.
Introduced ot Dayton, the 5peu:|-::|| limited
edition CCA Vibroplex products are available
directly through Vibreplex and con be viewed
on the CCA website at www collinsradio.org.

Jim Green WB3DIU ot the CCACollins station
during the Greater Baltimore Hombores and
Computer Fest held in Timonium, Maryland

The CCA at the GBHC

by James Green, WB3DJU

For the second year running, the Callins
Collectors Association was represented at the
Greater Baltimore Hamboree and Computer
Fest held in Timonium, Maryland. On March
27th of this year, a stotion was set up by CCA
Treasurer Jim Green, WB3DJU, using a KWM
2, 312B-5, and 514F-2. During operations
this combination communicated with
Hammond Museum of Radio special event
station operator Floyd See, WBRO. It was
Collins-to-Colling with solid copy! i

Special Edition CCA
Collins Vibroplex Keys

The CCA ond Vibroplex ore proud to
announce the availability of an initial limited
run of 250 special edition CCA Collins
Vibroplex keys, complete with nameplate with
the Collins logo and a CCA serial number.
Serial numbers are available on a "first come,
first serve” basis.

You can order either o traditional bug (as
shown in the photas atwww., callinsradio.org,
a keyer paddle, or on iombic paddle. The key
in the photos on the CCA website has the
"Collins Gray" textured base, or you can get
them with the base in chrome or black-wrinkle
finish. There also is available an optional
numbered cose.

To order yours, call Vibroplex directly at
800-840-BB73, or use the order form at:
www._collinsradic.org/CCAorder2.doc.




At The Mic
by Floyd Soo, W8RO - President CCA
floyd @hi-rescom.com

Again another Dayten Hamvention has
come and gone, Our CCA Dayton Banguet
2004 was a tremendous success! In my
estimation, this was one of the (if net THE) bast
CCA Dayton Banguets ever. The camaraderie
was great, the food was excellent, the prizes
were fabulous (thank you to all the donars!),
and the presenfations were cutstanding. For
the second year in o row, our CCA Dayton
Chairman, Tony Sokal, W2IEN, pulled affa
well-organized and enjoyable event. Kudos
to yau, Tany!

Tany had help in the form of Jim Centanni,
W2IMK; Jim Green, WB3DJU; Dean Prull,
KASBGW, and his lovely wite Judy; Gene
Duprey, K1GD; Dave Propper, K2DP; Larry
Saletzki, WASVEH; Paul Braun, WDPGLO;
Hap Parry, WAAUPY; and Bark Misic, along
with untold athers. All ofthese folks contributed
their time and energies in assisting at the CCA
booth and with the bangquet, haspitality suites,
and ather activities. To all of you, | [and the
CCA) am indebted. This year's activities at
Dayton would not have been possible without
your dedication and assistance. Thank you!
At the boanquet CCA member Riley
Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, gave the group an
update on the FCC enforcement scene in his
usual entertaining manner! It is an honeor to
have a persan of Riley's stature os o
participating member of the CCA. He and his
staff are deing a fabulous job of cleaning up
the amateur bands. Kudos to you, too, Riley!
Certainly one of the highlights of Friday
evening's banguet was the histery lesson
ohout the end of the W || Pacific campaign
that we all received from guest speukerﬁ-
Lowrence Robinson and Clyde Hussey.
Lawrence is fram Rockwell Collins, and Chyde
was the radio operator on one of the B-295 on
"The Last Mission. " Some of you mey remember
a famous B-29 rodio operator by the name of
Jim B, Smith. Jim was aboard the B-29
nicknomed "Boomerang” during its final
airborne mission fo Akite, Jopan en August
15, 1945, The Boomerang belonged to the
20th Air Ferce, 315th Bomb Wing, and they
participated in that langest and last mission
over Japan which unknowingly helped thwart
a military coup that was oceurring on the
grounds of the Emperor's Palace. Jim has
authored a book entitled The Last Missien
detailing the litle-known events following the
two atomic bomb missions in August 1945.
The History Channel aired o decumentary
based on this book this past year.

Clyde was the radio operater ane of the
other B-29s on that same mission. The
Superfortress that Clyde and his crew were
aboard was nicknamed the “Horrible
Maonster.” One of the things that Clyde spake
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T Fred WI15SKU Met Manager - Dean KASBGW Asst. Met Munuggr__e.

We are into full Summer mode with the 75
meter nets. High stalic levels and erratic
propogation are the rule at this time of the
year, We continue to have o good number of
check-ins, but it is sometimes difficult to copy
evaryons wellwith the i‘ligh levels af QRM. The
NCOs do a great job of coping with the band
conditions, and there are always those whe
relay in the weaker stations. Mark, VE3DIU,
has came upwith a novel idea for the nets when
heisthe NCO. He asks a Callins trivia question
of everyone as they check-in. Ideas like this
are always welcome.

Propagation on the 20 meter Sunday net
has also been very spotty and speradic. We
have to remember that we are on the dawnweord
side of Cycle 23, and conditions will be like
this for now. The number of check-ins is also
down, as is normal fer the summer menths.
Remember thatthe first hour of the 20 meter net
is for Buy, Sell, and Swap. It's a great place to
Firel thet piace of gear, or to se||.-"'5wup what
veu have,

The 135t Wednesday AM net continuss fo
grow in popularity. Even with the QRM, there
are always many check-ins to each time zone.

[and wrote) aboutwas the newly (at that time)
designed fransmitter, the ART-13, built by
Collins Radio. It eliminated the complicated
tuning required every time the frequency was
changed. That was o real blessing for radio
ops on the bombers back then, as their job
mastly entailed emergency communications,
and getting on the correct frequency ina hurry
was a life-soving copability under certain
conditions. The knobs on the Calling unitwhirled
and turned to the required settings
nufomuﬂcq"y once the proper Freq LENCY Was
selected. It was o technological wonder
compared to the radio equipment they had
used prior to that, Talk about somecne who
has "been there, done thet"!

Lerwrence Robinson detailed the Rockwell
Collins invelvement in the recrection of the B-
29 radio reom at the History Center in
downtewn Cedar Ropids and the research
they had done during the project. We learned
dhoutthe ART-13 and its place in the B-29 and
in histary. We also learned about some
dedicated people who are still restoring end
aperating some of this WW |l vintage gear. It
is o moving stary, and | am hoping thatwe can
get the entire story one of these days. Thank
you, lowrence and Clydel

Finally, to the 90+ attendees at the CCA
Banquet, | thankyou, tool Your supportallows
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It's great to hear all those vintage AM rigs on
the air. Even the ARRL has gotten on the
bandwagon and set up o vintage AM station
at WIAW, Maybe we'll get check-ins from
there.

The 10 meter AM net on Sundeys has
been suspended for the summer because of
poor propagation. Anyone working on the
"10 on 10" Award wi|rnm be pencﬁized for
this hiatus, as the 12-menth award period will
ke extended for the same number of months
that the net is officially off the air. There have
been 77 "10 on 10" Awards sent. This is o
good indication of the popularity of the 10
meter AM MNet. Now all we need is some good
propagation so we can continue the net.

As always, we ore looking for people to
act os NCOs during the various nets, If you
have an interest in becoming an NCO, please
contact me atw sku@direcway.com, or Dean
at daprull@aol.com, so we can provide you
with infermation so you can see whatitentails.
Remermber that itis not o lifetime commitment.
It is actually a lot of fun. To be an NCD, you
mustbe a member of the CCA, and preferakly
be running Callins equipment. e

ustoget T-;:ug&fher for an evening offun, prizas,
good food, and libation, in addition to some
great presentations. Plans are already in
maolion for Dayton 2005, Don't miss it!

Dueto alack of interestin participation this
year, the Cedar Rapids get together had to be
postponed. Hopelully, we cunF?nrnar enaugh
interast this winter to pull it off for August of
2005. However, we are still leoking inte the
possibility of having a CCA gettagether ot the
Hammeond Museum of Radio in Guelph,
Ontario, Canada. If would be worth the trip,
and a long weekend in the Toronto area would
allow visitors the option of also wisiting the
Antique Wireless Asscciation’s Museum and
Annex outside of Rachester, NY. Regardless of
whether ar not there is an official CCA visit o
the museum, some CCA members will be back
at the Hammaond Museum again later this fall
for an AM Special Event. Fred Holmes, W1SKLU,
Seatt Madison, WMN1E, and | will be there to
get both of the museum’s KW-1s, and maybe
eventheir 30K-1, back an the air. These clussics
have notbeen on the air since they wera moved
to the new museurmn back around 1997, It's
time to fire ‘em up again! ls there anyene
interested in visiting the Hommond Museum of
Radio? IFso, I'd like to hear from you! We're
looking at sarly Nevember for that visit at this
time . .. 73 de WBRO =migmm



Call For Nominations!
by Robert Turner W5APN

The Collins Collecters Association will be
electing three members to its Board of Directors
during the month of November.

The Nominating Committee will coordinate
nominations and elections and the chair person
will be announced soon via the CCA Collins
reflector and via our weeHy CCA nets, Board
member Robert Turner W3APN is acting as
temporary chair until the CCA Board finds o
volunteer fo replace him.

Members in good standing of the CCA are
invited to submit nominations for the board
voconcies, and those nominated must be current
CCA members. All nominees must have a
second by another CCA member in good
standing. All nominess should be contacted in
advance to confirm their willingness to stand
for the board position, and this should be done
before submitting a name to the Chair of the
MNominating Committee,

Mominations and seconds may be made to
WSAPM by email at wSapn@swhell net. All
nominees in accepting o nomination shall
prepare a brief bio of opproximately 250
words describing relevant personal history,
ham activities, their vision for CCA's future
and, mast importantly, o clear statement of
what their presence on the Board of Directors
will doto enhance the CCA as on organization.

The CCA Board of Directors membership
requires o commitment of time and energy,
and nominees should consider the high level of
activity and participation that will be required
of them as a board member. There should be
no conflict of interest between their board
position and other undertakings. The CCA
Board of Directors is responsible for overall
operations of the CCA including planning of
CCA events, the care and feeding of the CCA
web site, publication of “TheSignal® and
recruitment af members to fill other key positions
such as Treasurer, Membership Secrefary and
MNet Manager. The Board sets the tone of the
organization and plots the course for the future,

All nominations with appropriate seconds
should be made in a timely fashion so that the
completed bio of the nominee can be received
by the Mominating Committee Chairperson no
later than Thursday, September 30th. Mo
nominee will be considered if a bio is not
submitted to the Momination Committes Chair
by the deadline. This requirement confirms
that the nominee is willing to serve if elected.
Election ballots and nominees' bios will be
included in the Signal's Fall issue mailed
between October 15th and November 1st,
ond the deadline for ballot receipts is Tuesday,
Movember 30th.

Following tabulation of results the
MNomination Committee Chair shall convey
results to the CCA President and Board, and

shortly thereafter results will be announced
via the Collins Reflector and on the CCA web
site. Mominations, seconds and bios should
be emailed to Robert Turmer WSAPN at
wSapn@swhbell net,

Put your thinking caps on and contact your
potential neminee for his willingness to serve,
geta second fo the nemination and encourage
immediate bio formulation and submission

priorto the September 30th deadline. mwge

On the Workbench:

Grid Drive of the Gold Dust Twins
by Dutch Maurer, WB7DYW

Here is atip for those of you who have “Gold
Dust Twins” in which the grid drive seems to
wander or be unstable. Connect an
oscilloscope to the “250 Kc” injector BNC
located at the front right side of the chassis.
You should see o steqd}f saw-tooth pattern on
your scope, IFitis ﬂudualing, then check your
manual, and you will see a number of silver
mica caps in that stage. | suggest you replace
them all, as they will fail with age and there
is no sense troubleshooting for @ single cap
only to find thot o short time later another has
failed. As a matter of fact, it is o good idea to
replace all of the silver micas in the front end
of the rig just to save time later on. The silver
micas that are on the different band coils can
stay, unless you have a lot of ime and a steady
hand with a saldering iron; they are easy to
spot if they fail, because only one band will

uit.

1 Ancther tip: The screws on the botiom and
side of the KWS-1 exciter MUST ALL be in
place for the rig to operate correctly. | have
seen a number of exciters with only a few
screws in the bottom, and the rig will not load
correctly and seems to have a mind of its own.
There are two rows of small screws with fat
washers that must also be in place, as they
hald the batiom plate steady, and that will
dramatically affect tuning and general
operation of the fransmitter.

If you have any questions or need further
help please let me know, You can reach me at:
wh7dyw@ev] .net, cmes

Joln Us on the Air!
*Sunday 14.263 mHz
at 20002
*Tuesday 3805 kHz
) at 8pm CST
sThursday 3875 kHz
at 8pm CST
*Friday (West Coast) 3895 kHz
at 10pm CST
*Sunday 10m AM 29.050 mHz
at Noon CST
*1* Wednesday AM 3885 kHz
at 8pm C5T

Eundﬂ'{l for Technical, Buy, Sell & Swop
Tues., Thurs., Fri., & Sunday for Ragchew

THE COLLINS VIDEQ UBWYI
- The R-3%0A Addendum Videa
- The R-3904 Video
- The Collins Amateur Radio Equipment
Video Spotter's Guide
- The Collins 754-4 Videe
- The Collins KWS-1 Video
- The Collins K:WM-2 Video
- The Colling 755-3 / 325-3 Video
- The Cellins 305-1 Videa
- The Collins 30L-1 Video
-'91, '92 & '97 Dayton Videos
alsa the PDC-1 kit that converts ANY
average reading watmeter fo true
PEAK READING even the Bird 43!
HI-RES Communications, Inc.
Voice & Fox [24B) 391-5644) m———
W E-Mail: info®hi-rescem.com WS-'-‘I

Web Site: wwnw hi-rescom.com

Subscribe to the Collins Rallactor...a FREE
e-mail mailing list of aver 1300 Colling
weers and collectors! Visit the CCA
web site for complere information|

Visit the CCA web site at:
www.collinsradio.org
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Copyright 2004, oll rights reserved.
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The Hammond Lega
by Ken Coughlin, NBKC, undLF?:gi Sucu}fWERO

CCA President Floyd Soo WERO at the mic

It was the mid-1920s and AM Broodcast
radio was just beginning to tuke off. These
were the “golden years” of radic. To anyone
who could afford one, an AM redio receiver
was a “gotta-hove” item. The industrious
Hammond family knew an opportunity when
it saw one.

In 1920, the sens of Oliver Hammeond (Len,
Roy, Ken, and Fred), following in their father's
tinkerer/inventor footsteps, designed and
began assembling Hammond radios in the
porlor of the fomily's farmhouse (o local
furniture maker supplied the wood cabinets).
Over several years and o production run of
about BOO hand-built receivers, they were
gaining area-wide respect for o quality
preduct and garnering some unwelcome
attenfion from the giant RCA Corporation, in
that day known for quashing even the smallest
competitor. Warranted or not, in 1926 RCA's
lawyers threatened a lowsuit for patent
infringement, a claim the Hammands cauld ill
afford to fight in court. For the Hammaends te
continue building radios as a franchisee of
RCA [the privilege would have cost $5000 in
1926 dallars), paying a royalty on each one
sold seemed not only notfitting, butunprofitable
os well. Snatching success from what seemed
opparent defeat, the family gave up building
radios and, in exchange, got RCA to agree to
buy Hammeond transformers for use in RCA
radios [much of Canada used 25Hz power as
lete @15 the 1950s, versus 0 Hz in the LS.},

In 1927, Hammond Manufacturing
incorporated, and almost 80 years later,
transformers [some of the la rgestin the W{:IH:L
battery chargers, power supplies (battery
eliminators), and c:lmp|iFiers are still the core
of the business.

T

Today, three generations later, Hammand
Industries is still in the family, run by Fred's
sons Reb and Bill, with annual sales of aver
$184 million and 1200-plus employees
located in 12 facilities around Nerth America,
the UK, and Ausiralia,

Fred Hommend's name and call sign,
VEIHC, are respected and admired oround
the world. He was perhaps Canada's best-
known amateur because of his long and
distinguished professional and amateur radic
career, Fred began building radies in 1923
at the age of eleven and became o radio
amateur in 192%. He was a true promater of
amateur radio, and his generous support of
worthy amateur radio causes is legend,

In 1983, Fred and fellow Canadian Tam
Wong, VE3BC, were invitedto Chinato bethe
First Fcreigners o operate the brand-new club
station in Beijing. This event crowned ten
years of effort in which Fred was instrumental,
supplying o major portion of the gear to put
China back on the ameteur bands ber the first
time since 1748, In Fred lived the true essence
of the spirit of amateur radio. Few other
Canadion amateurs have contributed so much
to the J'n::-bb)f.

The Hommond Museum of Radio got its
start when ifs founder, Fred, began collecting

early radic and wireless artifacts at the age
of 14. The first public display of his collection
was in a small building ot the rear of his
College Street home in Guelph, which
ariginally housed his ham station. When in the
early ‘70s Hammond Manufacturing built o
new plant en Guelph's Curtis Road, Fred
reserved a 4000-square-foot area to house
the growing “Hammond Museum of Radio.”
Shortly befora Fred's passing in 1999, a
complete new ond larger facility at the
Hammond Manufacturing Company's
expansion site af the South Transformer Plant
became the current location for the museum
The museum is now home to Fred’s hundreds
of receivers and transmitters dating from the
spark era up to and including National’s first
solid-state HROS00 |almost all are in pristine
working condition]. The Hommand Museum is
mostassuredly one of North America’s premier
collections, unique in that visitors are
encouraged to explore sach piece of
equipment, fo open the cover and loak inside,

- USECA and the CCA visit the Hammond Museum of Radio - (Part 1)

Floyd Sec WEBRC and Fred Halmas W1SKU

unlike other museums where the specimens
are behind glass partitions. Fred wanted it
thatway and thet philesephy continues todary.
Ower the lasteight years, Floyd Soo, WBRO,
had traveled to the museum in its original
home a few fimes to visit with CCA member
Fred, VEJHC. Floyd even interviewed Fred on
video for the CCA before Fred become a 5K,
With the museum’s move and werd of additions
to the collection, a return trip was in order.
CCA members Fred Helmes, W1SKU, and
Scott Madison, WNI1B, joined Floyd and o
couple of dozen hams from the Utica Shelby
Emergency Communications Assn. for the Irip
to Guelph, Ontario, Canada on the 27th of
March, 2004
Upaon our arrival at the museum, we were
met by Nori Irwin-Hann, VE3AGZ, the museum
curater; her husband John Hann, VA3LKH, an
ex-railroad felegrapher; Loyd Swackhommer,
VE3IIA, of the London Vintage Radio Club;
Poul Cassel, VE3SY, of the Kitchener-Waterloo
ARC; and Ken Hammaond, Fred's last surviving
brother. Nori, VE3AGZ, showed us with the
|c:|you1 of the new museum, of which she is
curator. The collection is now far more
organized into military, broadcast, amateur,
vacuum tube, speaker, spork, key, ond
microphone categories, with a special section
dedicated to Hommond Industries items and
memorabilia. We wisely were advised to look
under the main display tables as well, where
there are many collections of radio-related
magazines [amateur and broodeast) duting
back to the 19205, some early test equipment,
and yet more of the radio collection, Neri alse
pointed out that the museum would be catering
a lunch for all of us.
[continued in next issue)




